The Courier Newsletter

Curlew United Methodist Church
where everyone is welcome and
where all can make a difference!

A monthly publication of Curlew United Methodist Church

April 2022

Curlew UMC proudly celebrates over 150 years of
ministry.

Our Mission:

To Know, Love and Serve Jesus Christ by the grace of
God through the Holy Spirit

Altar Flowers
We still have 2022 dates
available if you would like to
reserve the altar flowers and
commemorate a special occasion
or remember a loved one. The
order forms, calendar, and flower
catalog are on the bulletin board
in the Narthex.

Our Purpose:

Open hearts
Open minds
Open doors

Be the Body of Christ gathered in love. Worship God
and Preach the gospel so that others may know the
power of God’s love through a personal relationship
with His Son, Jesus Christ. Grow in faith, knowledge
and strength in order to do God’s work in the
community and in the world.



For more information, please contact us.
Office Open: Monday - Wednesday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
727.784.3424
Website: www.CurlewUMC.org

Phone: 727.784.3424
Fax: 727.771.1449

Contact Information
2210 Cathedral Drive
Palm Harbor, FL 34683

Email:
CurlewUMC@verizon.net
Website:
www.CurlewUMC.org
Facebook:
Curlew UMC

Curlew United Methodist Church
2210 Cathedral Drive
Palm Harbor, FL 34683



Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
The People of The United Methodist Church

Sunday Morning

Forwarding Service Requested

10:15 Organ Selections
10:30 Morning Worship


Rev. Rachel Hughes
Senior Pastor
E-mail:
CurlewUMC@verizon.net
727.784.3424

Hello Curlew Family,
I realize that as the pastor of Curlew, I may
be the face or the first person people
associate with this church; but I shouldn’t
be. The best part of Curlew is the people. I
love you all not because you’re perfect;
we’ve got flaws in our little tribe. But here’s
what I’ve discovered: although the people in
our congregation have attained many
personal achievements, whether they are educational,
pertaining to career or financial, they carry themselves
with down-to-earth hospitality and humility.
I am happy to see that you are reaching out to
folks you meet every day and inviting them to our
church. I am touched by your response to pray for and
visit the members that are sick and unable to be with us.
I do want to see us do more to get members
involved with our daily ministries and committees, but I
couldn’t be any more blessed than I am with my Curlew
family. Thank you, everyone, for all the prayers and help
with my family during these past few years.
Please continue praying for our church and
church leaders as we meet with our Church Council to
discuss our vision for Curlew and the way forward. I
would like to see the entire Sanctuary packed for Easter
service.
In Christ Love,
Pastor Rachel

Pray for our Shut-ins
Esther Besch - 2851 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 (Manor
Care, 787-4777)
Mary DeDea - 855 Carpenter Way Room 4098, Lake Gibson Rehab
Center, Lakeland, FL 33809
Eileen Huntington - 2655 Nebraska Avenue, #1022, Palm Harbor, FL
34684 (St. Mark, 785-2576)
Barbara Bardua - 1212 Lanyard Street, Palm Harbor, FL 34685 (789-4313)

4/06

Dale Sellers

4/07

John Baker
Richard Hicks

4/12

Esther Besch

4/14

Helen Lawson

4/18

Anthony Akapo
Terry Hershman

4/22

Jill Komanowski

4/27

Steve DeDea

4/11

Ron & Carol Shank

4/15

Alan & Diane Brand

4/21

Jahn & Helen Lawson

4/27

Mike & Jill Komanowski

Be sure to go online to: members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and
register to use our online directory. Only those in the directory can
register, and then you’ll have access to our most up-to-date
information!

If you need information or assistance
The Aging and Disability
Resource Center (ADRC)
A program of the Area Agency on Aging of
Pasco-Pinellas, Inc.
The ADRC provides access to information
and resources for:
Adult Day Care ♦ Caregiver Support ♦ Food Resources/Meals on
Wheels ♦ Housing Options ♦
Incontinence Supplies ♦ Legal Services ♦ Medicaid/Medicare ♦
Nursing Home and Assisted
Living Placement ♦ Prescription Assistance ♦ and more!
Helpline: 1-800-963-5337 or 727-217-8111, 8 am - 5 pm; Online:
www.AgingCareFL.org
Holy Week is framed by Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. The Triduum, or
Three Days, includes the liturgies of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Vigil. Maundy Thursday commemorates
Christ’s Last Supper with the apostles, Good
Friday marks His crucifixion and death, and the
Easter Vigil, traditionally beginning at sundown
on Holy Saturday, provides a bridge between Lent
and Easter by moving from dark and quiet reverence to bells, alleluias,
and joyful celebration of the Resurrection.

April 14 Maundy Thursday Service—6:00 pm
April 15 Good Friday Service—2:00 pm

Submitted by Leatta Taylor

HE IS RISEN!!

Cristo Vive (Christ is Risen) A Spanish Hymn from 1960
Christ is risen, Christ is living
Dry your tears, be unafraid!
Death and darkness could not hold Him,
Nor the tomb in which he lay.
Do no look among the dead for one who lives forever more;
Tell the world that Christ is risen,
Make it known he goes before.
If the Lord had never risen,
We’d have nothing to believe!
But his promise can be trusted;
“You will live, because I live.”
As we share the death of Adam, so in Christ we live again;
Death has lost its sting and terror,
Christ the Lord has come to reign.
Death has lost its old dominion,
Let he world rejoice and shout!
Christ, the firstborn of the living,
Gives us life and leads us out.
Let us thank our God, who causes hope to spring up from the ground.
Christ is risen, Christ is giving life eternal, life profound.
An Easter Prayer by Peter Marshall:
Lead us, we pray Thee, to the grave that is empty, into
the garden of the Resurrection where we may meet our
risen Lord. May we never again live as if Thou were
dead! In Thy presence restore our faith, our hope, our
joy. Grant to our spirits refreshment, rest and peace.
From this moment, O living Christ, we ask Thee to go
with us wherever we go; be our Companion in all that
we do. And for this greatest of all gifts, we offer Thee
our sacrifices of Thanksgiving. Amen.

Soon we will be experiencing the excitement of Palm Sunday with our
Palms in hand welcoming Jesus. Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord!!!
But then comes the wretchedness of betrayal by Judas Iscariot and the
absolute horror of the crucifixion. As you walk the Via Dolorosa (the
way of suffering) with Jesus, STOP, think about the Roman soldiers;
they were out for blood, the blood of Jesus. WATCH as Jesus is
flogged with a whip which consisted of leather straps with lead balls
on each end. The goal was to beat Him until near death and stop. The
status of the prisoner was monitored by a centurion so he would not
die before they crucified Him. Thirty-nine lashes were allowed but
seldom needed. Flogged, then crucified. At any time, Jesus could
have commanded an army of angels to come and rescue Him, but he
didn’t because He loved us so much that it was more important to Him
to rescue us.
May the journey we just made together bring you closer to our
precious Lord and Savior as we CELEBRATE the Risen Christ.
Allieu, Allieu
He is Risen, it is true,
Everyone sing Allieu
Happy Blessed Easter,
Helen Hershman, Lay Leader

Thrifty Spirit Shop

Easter 2022
What is Holy Week?
Holy Week begins on ‘Palm Sunday’, less than one week before Jesus died.
On this day, Jesus was celebrated. The people in Jerusalem waved palm
branches as they shouted Jesus’ praises: “Blessed is the king of
Israel” (John 12:13). It was a day when many people realized Jesus was
more than just a good man, miracle worker or teacher.
People realized Jesus had been sent down from Heaven as the Son of God, a savior – but
they were still confused about how he would save them.
The religious leaders did not like Jesus, though. They were jealous and did not believe he
was the Son of God. Their apparent ‘disbelief’ caused doubt and confusion among the
people in Jerusalem. A few days later, the same crowd that shouted praise towards Jesus,
began to shout criticism. “The whole crowd shouted, ‘Away with this man, crucify
him!’” (Luke 23:18–25).
Jesus was whipped, mocked then sentenced to death on a cross. What is now known as
‘Good Friday’ was a sad and dark day, full of hardship and hopelessness. But the Easter
story isn’t over yet. On Sunday, a miracle happened when Jesus rose back to life in the
biggest victory of all time. He brought light and hope to the world after hardship. This event,
his resurrection, is the reason for Easter Sunday celebrations as it gives Christians their
hope and joy.

Saturdays
10 am - 2 pm

If you need a reason to celebrate, here are some known and
some not-so-known observance days in April.
April 1
April Fool’s Day
April 2
National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day
April 3
National Chocolate Mousse Day
April 4
International Carrot Day

April 15
Good Friday
April 17
Easter Sunday
April 18
Easter Monday

Easter Sunday
After he died, Jesus was taken down from the cross and his body was placed in a dark
tomb. It was sealed up and guarded from the outside. All of Saturday, Jesus’ followers felt
devastated, afraid, disappointed, uncertain and hopeless. But Jesus is “The Light [that]
shines in the darkness” (John 1:5). The darkness of Good Friday did not overcome the light
of God. Because there was a resurrection.

April 6
National Walking Day

April 22
Earth Day

April 7
World Health Day

April 26
Audubon Day

Jesus brought hope and light into the darkness of his death by rising again on the third day;
Easter Sunday. The Bible says in the first light of day some women went to Jesus’ tomb,
expecting to anoint his dead body, as per their custom. They walked the path that led to his
tomb feeling pretty hopeless. But, as it turned out, their path was one of hope, because
Jesus had risen.

April 8
Day of Silence

Instead of finding Jesus’ body, they saw an angel, who said, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6). In their moment of heartache,
the women approached Jesus and, by coming back to life, he offered them hope. Today,
Jesus assures us that we can do likewise. In our heartache, we can approach him in prayer
and receive his hope.

April 9
National Unicorn Day
April 11
National Pet Day
April 14
Maundy Thursday

April 28
Blueberry Pie Day
April 29
National Arbor Day
April 30
Adopt a Shelter Pet Day

My Grandmother’s Prayer Book

Why Christians Need the Church

The more time we spend with God’s people and in His presence,
the more like Jesus we become. If we want to hold steadfastly to
our faith, we need to surround ourselves with people who will
encourage us to follow Jesus even when it’s hard, to have faith
when everything seems hopeless, and to rely on Jesus even
when we think we can do everything on our own.
Church people are not perfect people. We are forgiven, but we are still
sinners. No matter how long we’ve been following Jesus, we are going to
mess up, fall short, and sin. And when we do, we need a place where we
can come to be healed, restored and renewed. That place is the church.

Have you seen Miss Piggy? She resides in the
Narthex and she is there to collect donations for
The Kimberly Home. Kimberly Home is a local
pregnancy resource center that provides pregnancy
verification
and
support,
free
obstetrical
ultrasounds, free classes, childcare center,
transitional housing and has a home visitation
program. Kimberly Home is to help educate, support and empower
women facing unexpected pregnancies with
compassionate, confidential and professional
care.
Please help this charity by feeding the pig.
Any amount is appreciated.

1189 NE Cleveland St. Clearwater

PLEASE KEEP IN PRAYER ...
JR & Linda Melvin, Mary DeDea, Eileen Huntington, Vivian Cox, Barbara Bardua,
Esther Besch, those in our Military, our Curlew church family, the United Methodist
Church, our country and those still fighting the pandemic, and pray for the people of
Ukraine.

By Tess Griffith

On May 7, 1967, my grandmother, along with three other women, drowned on their way to
an Episcopal Women’s retreat in Florida. The next day their car was pulled from the murky
water and my grandfather retrieved her suitcase. Miraculously little damage was done to
her cherished devotional book. Over the next several months, I want to share some of my
favorite things she added in her own handwriting, although original authors, if any, are
unknown.
Surprise!
I dreamed death came the other night and heaven’s gate swung wide. With kindly grace an
angel ushered me inside. There to my astonishment stood folks I had known on earth.
Some I had judged as “unfit” or of “little worth”. Indignant words raced to my lips, but
never were set free. Every face showed strained surprise; no one expected me!

Laugh and Dream
When as a child, I laughed and wept...time crept.
When as a youth, I dreamed and talked...time walked.
When I became a full-grown adult...time ran.
Later as I grew older...time flew.
Soon I shall find, while traveling on...time gone.
Somewhere
Somewhere the answer is waiting to every single prayer.
Sometimes it seems forever before the answer is there.
Somewhere there’s a solution to every problem known.
But there’s no man can find it by trying all alone.
And somewhere there’s a Someone who knows your every care.
Have faith and He will answer...someday, somehow, somewhere.

Submitted by Chaplain Larry Randolph
Canines4Christ
Larry closed the door behind him and treaded softly down the hall. He
smiled to himself thinking of how quietly he used to sneak from the
bedroom, afraid any noise would wake Susan. But after four years of
marriage Larry had come to realize that his wife could sleep through almost anything.
Larry filled his coffee mug and then continued to the living room. His routine was as
familiar. It was a routine he had put into practice years ago when nothing had felt
familiar or certain and his soul had been desperate to hold onto something solid. Larry
had known from a young age that God was with him. But it wasn’t until he lost
everything he had spent twenty years building, that he realized how much he needed
God—or how near God was. And while that realization changed his circumstances
back then, it had given him the strength to face the next day—and each day after—
with hope.

“Lord, I want to trust you fully and submit to your will. Is there something you would
have me do?”
Therapy dogs.
Where had that thought come from? Did he just think the words therapy dogs? Or
was that…
“God, was that you?”
Larry’s heart said yes. But his mind couldn’t fathom what therapy dogs had to do
with anything. Larry was a real estate developer. Not a dog breeder. Not a therapist.
“I don’t even have a dog!” He mumbled.
“Therapy dogs,” he said, testing the words out on his lips.
His gaze fell back to his Bible.
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck..”

As Larry opened his Bible to find the passage, he had been reading the day before, an
odd restlessness settled over him. It was a feeling he had experienced several times
over the last few weeks. Thankfully, the feeling never lingered. Larry figured it must
have to do with stress at work. Or maybe, Larry thought looking around the newly
painted living room, this feeling has to do with Susan’s determination to repaint every
room in our house. Larry chuckled as he remembered coming home several days ago
to find Susan splattered with paint and their kitchen a different color. No one could
accuse his wife of taking it easy in her retirement. Instead, her early retirement from
commercial real estate had allowed her to pour herself into all the things she never
had time for when she was working.

Minister to people through therapy dogs. Let them see my love.

Larry took a sip of coffee and tried to push the unsettled feelings aside. Life was good.
Retirement was approaching. And he and Susan were looking forward to traveling
across the world to visit their children and grandchildren.

“I will do whatever you want me to do Lord.” Larry spoke aloud. “But I think you
might have to bring me a dog first.” God brought us a dog we borrowed from our
daughter to start the ministry. Faith, trust, and obedience, if you believe this, God
will provide; and he did.

He returned to his reading. However, this time instead of pausing to pray, Larry
paused to catch his breath. His heart felt like it was racing, but it wasn’t at all
unpleasant or alarming. In fact, it almost felt…joyful. He read the last two verses
aloud, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
That realization was immediately followed by a memory of Gus—Larry’s beloved
basset hound. Larry hadn’t thought about Gus in quite a while. Memories of Gus
brought a quick smile to Larry’s lips. His faithful companion had felt like the only
constant in his life when he had to start over in life with nothing but broken dreams
and an empty bank account. But Gus had been there. Even that day on the dock
outside of Charleston….Larry shook the painful memory from his mind. Why am I
thinking about Gus? He wondered.

“I don’t have a dog right now. I had only just started thinking about taking Gus to
visit nursing home residents when he got sick. He wasn’t an actual therapy dog.
Why would God ask me to do this?” “Maybe I heard him wrong,” Larry questioned.
“Maybe I was just thinking about Gus and my subconscious realized he had acted
like a therapy dog.”
Trust in me with all your heart and don’t depend on your limited understanding.
Focus on me, depend on me, and I will show you what to do. The words landed
somewhere between Larry’s heart and mind. And he felt himself surrender.

Canines for Christ was started with that humble beginning and was designed to let
Christ love shine through each volunteer and their canine as God's ambassadors. In
13 years, millions of people have been touched with this powerful message and
lives have been changed. We share God's message in many places such as
nursing homes, community hospitals, VA hospitals, ACLF's, cancer centers, grief
and Hospice facilities, schools, special needs facilities and many other places.
Chaplain Helen Hershman is one of our longtime and most faithful volunteers with
her canines, Leo and JayJay. She and and her gentle pups reach many people
with God’s love, especially the ones with special needs.
Additional information can be obtained at www.k9forchrist.org.

