
  Curlew United Methodist Church 
          2210 Cathedral Drive 
        Palm Harbor, FL  34683 

     Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 
  The People of The United Methodist Church 

Forwarding  Service  Requested  

Curlew United Methodist Church 
where everyone is welcome and 
where all can make a difference!  

 

Curlew UMC proudly celebrates 150 years of ministry. 
  

Our Mission:  
To Know, Love and Serve Jesus Christ by the grace of 

God through the Holy Spirit 
 

Our Purpose: 
Be the Body of Christ gathered in love. Worship God 
and Preach the gospel so that others may know the 
power of God’s love through a personal relationship 
with His Son, Jesus Christ. Grow in faith, knowledge 
and strength in order to do God’s work in the 
community and in the world. 

 

For more information, please contact us.  
Office Open: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

727.784.3424 

Website: www.CurlewUMC.org 

E-Mail: curlewumc@verizon.net  

Facebook: Curlew UMC 

 

     Open hearts 
          Open minds 
               Open doors 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

2210 Cathedral Drive 
Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

 

Phone: 727.784.3424 
Fax: 727.771.1449 

 
Email: 

CurlewUMC@verizon.net 
 

Website: 
www.CurlewUMC.org 

 

Facebook: 
Curlew UMC 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning 

10:15 Organ Selections 

10:30 Morning Worship 
 

 
 

Rev. Rachel Hughes 
Senior Pastor 

 

E-mail: 
CurlewUMC@verizon.net 

 
727.488.3570 

 

From Pastor Rachel … 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day Curlew, 

 There’s a reason Jesus said that God knows even the 

number of hairs on our heads, and no sparrow falls to the 

ground outside of God’s knowledge. In a world where we 

selectively map our communities and selectively know our 

neighbors, God rejects such partial responses and knows us 

completely. Each back street, alley, and slum pathway is 

mapped and known to God, including all who live there. Each 

person hidden behind an overlooked door or forgotten 

apartment high-rise is seen and loved by God. 

 As we enter February, hopefully a pandemic’s curse 

will be thwarted by vaccines, may the medical challenge of 

reaching out to all people to fight COVID-19 be a parable also 

for the spiritual work before us. In 2021, may we go forth into 

the world, intentionally seeking the lost, the lonely, the 

unmapped, the neglected, and the forgotten. Let Valentine’s 

Day be a reminder to show God’s love to all. 
 

                       In Christ’s Love, 

           Pastor Rachel             

The Courier Newsletter 
A monthly publication of Curlew United Methodist Church 

FEBRUARY 2021 



 

2/05   Mary DeDea    2/11   Sandra Mannira 

2/06   Art Worth      2/19   Linda Swenson 

2/08   JR Melvin    2/24   Helen Kamp   

(If you want to send a birthday or anniversary card, please call the 
church office if you need an address for any of the folks listed here.) 

The Curlew United Methodist Men continues to meet via ZOOM 

every Saturday morning at 8:00 am. If anyone would like to join us 

on Zoom.com, the ID sign-in code is: 714 5751 1391. The password 

when prompted is: umm. 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

February 17, 6:00 pm 

Come join us on Wednesday, February 17, as we begin our Lenten  

journey to the cross with this very special service. 

Why Ashes on Wednesday? 

 Ash Wednesday is the first day of the Christian season called Lent. Lent 
originated in the 4th century, and was initially a time of preparation for those being 
baptized at Easter. Since baptism is an act of introduction into a community of faith, 
the entire community was called to this "time of preparation." Additionally, those 
people who had been removed from the fellowship of the church (for a number of 
reasons that are not particularly important for us to get into at this time) were also 
called to this time of self-examination, prayer, fasting, and introspection before their re
-introduction to the church. 
 The ashes symbolize our humility before God, and our recognition that we are 
mortal. It is a time when we reflect on what we need to change in our lives in order to 
live responsibly and lovingly as a member of the created world. I hope you'll join me 
as we look more deeply at the observance of Lent over the next 40 days, take a 
fearless moral inventory of our lives, and look for ways to find more love, peace, and 
fulfillment in our lives.  
        Rev. Teresa Angle-Young 
                  www.umc.org 

Be sure to go online to: members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and register to use 

our online directory. Only those in the directory can register, and then you’ll have 

access to our most up-to-date information! 

 
If you need information or assistance, call … 

The Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) 
A program of the Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas, Inc. 
The ADRC provides access to information and resources for: 

Adult Day Care ♦ Caregiver Support ♦ Food Resources/Meals on Wheels ♦ Housing Options ♦ 
Incontinence Supplies ♦ Legal Services ♦ Medicaid/Medicare ♦ Nursing Home and Assisted 

Living Placement ♦ Prescription Assistance ♦ and more! 
Helpline: 1-800-963-5337 or 727-217-8111, 8 am - 5 pm; Online: www.AgingCareFL.org 

 

Book of Genesis 

Bible Crossword Answer Key 
Bible Trivia Answers 

         1. 66       2. 12 3. Moon & Sun 

 4. Seth       5. Jonah     6. Golden Calf 

 7. 30          8. The storm calmed 

 9. Cain      10. Psalms    

 11. Wedding at Cana   12. Zipporah 

  

How many did you get right? 



 

 

Options for Online Worship through Gulf Central District UMC Churches 

Aldersgate, Seminole (Sun 10:30) http://aldersgate.com/watch/ 

Anona, Largo (Sun 9:30, 11) http://live.anona.com/ 

Community, Oldsmar (Sun 10) https://www.facebook.com/pg/GrowWithCommunity/videos/ 

East Lake, Palm Harbor (Sun 10:25, 11:35) https://www.myeastlake.church/watch-live/ 

First, Clearwater (Sun 9:45) https://www.fumc-clw.com/ 

First, Lakeland (Sun 8:15, 9:30, 11, 11:20) https://www.firstumc.org/worship-now/ 

First, St. Petersburg (Sun 8, 9:30, 11) https://www.facebook.com/StPeteFirst/ 

Heritage, Clearwater (Sun 9, 10:30) https://heritageumc.com/watch-listen/ 

Hyde Park, Tampa (Sun 8:30, 9:30 11) http://hydeparkumc.org/watch-live 

New Hope, Brandon (Sun 9:30, 11) https://www.findnewhope.com/watch-live-1 

Skycrest, Clearwater (Sun 9:45) www.facebook.com/skycrestumc 

St. Paul, Largo (Sun 9, 10:30)  http://stpaulumc.sermon.net/Live/live/20007062 

Sun City Center (Sun 10, 11) https://www.sccumc.com/services 

* Covenant UMC, Port Orange - Pastor B.J. Foster’s church (Sun 10:30) www.jesusatcovenant.org  

* Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS (largest American UMC church, Pastor Adam Hamilton) 

(Sun 10:15 am; 12:00 & 6:00 pm) www.cor.org  
 

People Needing Prayer 

 

             As the Body of Christ, we are called to pray for each other. What a 
privilege we have to go to God for the needs of our brothers and sisters! 

 

     As of the printing of this newsletter, we are in prayer for: 

Ernie & Nancy Bear, Janice Boorse, Sandy Fika, Richard & Linda Hicks, 
Betty Johnson, Helen Kamp, JR Melvin, Mark & Mary Smiech, your 

Church Family and Church Leaders, the United Methodist Church, our 
country, and those across the globe fighting the coronavirus pandemic. 

 

           We are aware of several church families in need of prayer for 
                  loved ones, so please lift them up in prayer as well. 
 

 Let us help! Please be sure to call the Church Office when you or someone you know 
is in need of prayer. We want to know when someone is in the hospital or is in need of prayer 
for any reason, so please be sure to call the church office. If it’s after hours, just leave a 
message and we’ll get back to you as soon as possible! 

 

Pray for our Shut-ins 
 

   

Esther Besch - 2851 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 (Manor Care, 787-4777) 

Mary DeDea - 2655 Nebraska Avenue, #1002, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 (St. Mark, 785-2576) 

Eileen Huntington - 2655 Nebraska Avenue, #1022, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 (St. Mark, 785-2576)  

Barbara Bardua - 1212 Lanyard Street, Palm Harbor, FL 34685 (789-4313) 

Evelyn Ralston - 2340 Grecian Way, Unit 20, Clearwater FL 33763 

 Showing God Your Love 
This Valentine's Day 

by Cindi McMenamin 
www.crosswalk.com  

 

 My daughter was only two years old when she first verbally expressed love and 
understanding for her Daddy. 
 Little Dana was watching her father mop up the soaked carpet in the church 
hallway. He had dropped by the church building to pick up some things and found 
another septic tank overflow. 
 "What a mess," he said, angrily, and started the all-too familiar chore of 
cleaning up. Dana asked a few questions and got short, curt replies. She heard a 
couple sighs of exasperation as her father, the pastor of the church, tried to keep from 
cursing up one side and down the other at the old, rundown building that took so much 
of his time in maintenance and repairs. 
 Despite his responses toward her, Dana's tiny heart went out to her frustrated 
Daddy. She crept up behind him, while he was kneeling down on one knee wiping up 
the mess, reached her little hand onto his back and, while patting him, softly said, "I 
love you, Daddy." 
 Hugh stopped what he was doing, looked into the eyes of his only child and 
smiled. 
 "Thank you, Dana," he said, this time much more gently. "Daddy needed that." 
 How often we, as parents, express our love to our children. We do it on a daily 
basis, through our sacrifices for them, our provision for their needs, our rules and 
regulations and our constant concern for their well-being. But on rare occasions, it 
seems, do they, especially while toddlers, take the initiative to return that expression 
of love. Many a child will respond with "I love you, too," given the proper prompting. 
But how many will offer it out of the blue? 
 God, as our heavenly parent, delights in our expressions of love toward him, as 
well. He gives us the very air we breathe. He grants us each day as a blessing in 
itself. He made us with our unique personalities and abilities. And He longs for us to 
recognize Him and the love He has shown to us. He doesn't need us to love him. He is 
God and therefore needs nothing. But he chooses to want us and therefore desires 
our love in return. 
 What a concept! The Creator of the universe wants to get up close and 
personal with us! 
 But, what kind of enjoyment could he possibly find in you and me? Because 
we are his special creation, when he sees the glory of his own image in us that 
makes him proud. It makes him even happier when he sees what we can do with his 
help, his provision, his love pushing us ahead. Like any father, he longs to help his 
children. Like any mother, he longs to protect and nurture us. As our Creator, he 

made us, sustains us, and gives us all we need. 
continued on page 4 



 

 

Showing God Your Love … cont. from page 3 
  

 There may be days – particularly ones of difficulty and pain – when we 
don't feel his love. We doubt his protection. We wonder if he's really there at all. But 
those are the times when we can feel his presence the strongest, if we would focus, 
not on the storm raging around us, but on the fact that our anchor is holding and our 
ship has not sunk. 
 When we're caught in the storms of life, could his love be evident of the inner 
strength he gives us to keep standing? Could his protection be seen in the fact that 
our circumstances could be far worse? Is it possible we could feel his presence if we 
turned our bitterness and self-pity into a search for comfort and peace? 
When we begin to see tough circumstances as a part of life and all the good things we 
have as blessings from above, our perspective changes and we begin to see less of 
ourselves and more of God and his deliverance. 
 This month, as you think of your "loved ones" -- think of the One who loves you 
more than any other. And think about what you can do to show him your love in return. 
God Almighty loved you so much he sent his Son to die in your place (and thereby pay 
the required penalty for your sins), so he wouldn’t have to live without you for an eter-
nity. And what does he require of you in return? Jesus himself said the greatest com-
mandment – the one thing most important to God -- is that we “love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” and "Love your neigh-
bor as yourself" (Matthew 22:37-39). 
 So, how can you, in a practical way, show your love to him this month? 
1. Devote a day to just praising him. Don't ask anything of him, just praise him 
for Who he is. You might start in the Psalms for wording and ideas of what to praise 
him for. (Psalm 136 is a great place to start.) Praise is not just thanking him for what 
he's done, but admiring him for who he is. Say it aloud: "You are wonderful, majestic, 
all-knowing, all-loving and worthy of praise." That's a start. Now keep adding to it. 
2. Love each other in the church. Jesus told his closest followers: " If you love 
me, you will obey what I command" (John 14:15) and then He clarified that: "This is 
what I command: Love each other" (John 15:17). He was talking, specifically, to his 
disciples and emphasizing their need for unity and love in a common bond. I believe 
that is his instruction to believers today, too -- to love each other and maintain a sense 
of unity in the body of Christ. Sometimes it's easier to love unbelievers than those 
within the church who get under our skin. But Jesus desired that we present to the 
world a picture of love and unity within the body of Christ. Will you love others, within 
the church, as you love yourself? And will you do it for him?  

Love cures people - both the ones who 
give it and the ones who receive it. 

Dr. Karl Menninger  

We would like to thank you for continuing to support the church 

through your tithes and offerings, even during the uncertain times of 

2020. Because of your faithful generosity we are able to meet our 

financial obligations. Pledge cards for 2021 are available in the church 

office and the narthex. Please prayerfully consider making a pledge! 

Bible Trivia Quiz 

1. How many books are in the Bible? ______ 

2. After Jesus fed the 5,000, how many baskets were left over? ______ 

3. What did Joshua command to stay still? _______________________ 

4. Who was Adam & Eve’s third child? _____________ 

5. What book is called the “Gospel of the second chance”? ___________ 

6. Crafted by Aaron, the Israelites worshipped what while Moses was 

away? ____________________ 

7. At what age did Jesus begin His ministry? ______ 

8. What happened when the crew threw Jonah overboard? 

_________________________ 

9. Who said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” ____________ 

10. What is the longest book in the Bible? _____________ 

11. Where did Jesus turn water into wine? _______________________ 

12. Which Midianite woman married Moses? ________________ 

Wired for sound 

Back in the days before many churches had wireless microphones, a preacher was 
wired for sound with a lapel mic, and as he preached, he moved briskly about the 
platform, jerking the mic cord as he went. Then he moved to one side, getting 
wound up in the cord and nearly tripping before jerking it again. After several 
circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew leaned toward her mother and 
whispered, "If he gets loose, will he hurt us?"  



United in Love 

 Love is in the air!  Our awareness of love seems to be 

significantly increased in February largely because of 

Valentine’s Day. Want to read a good love story? Go to the 

Bible! You can read about Naomi and Ruth, the love and 

respect between a mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law, 

Ruth and Boaz, love with honor and integrity but certainly not devoid of emotional love.  

Mary and Joseph, pure sacrificial love born of trust and obedience to God. 

 Jesus continually talked about and demonstrated love in every circumstance.  

When asked which is the greatest commandment in the law, Jesus replied, Matthew 

22:37-40, {Jesus replied} “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it, love your neighbor as yourself. All of the law and the prophets hang 

on these two commandments.  

 Absolutely no one can out love Jesus! He demonstrated love with every breath 

He ever took-including His very last breath on the Cross-He did it for you and for me, 

He did it without counting the cost. Our response should be one of obedience to the 

first and greatest commandment and to the second commandment. It should also be 

an attitude of daily gratitude. We have the opportunity to demonstrate the love of Christ 

every day by random acts of kindness, a telephone call, a card, a note of appreciation 

to a veteran, a police officer, a caregiver, the pastor, someone that is sick, or grieving-

the list goes on. Use your imagination. Here is your assignment!!!! Show the love of 

Christ in some way this week-and put a note in my box by the office or hand it to me or 

put it on my chair on the chancel-you do not have to tell me what you did, who you did 

it for or sign it if you don’t want to. Just do it! It will not be difficult because there are so 

many people especially now that can benefit from a gesture of loving kindness. Let us 

unite in love as the body of Christ reflecting God’s love in around and through us.   

      Praising, praying and rejoicing with you, 

              Helen Hershman, Lay Leader 

  

Lent is a time for discipline, for confession, for honesty, not 
because God is mean or fault-finding or finger-pointing but 
because He wants us to know the joy of being cleaned out, 

ready for all the good things He now has in store. 
N.T. Wright  

 

Book of Genesis Bible Crossword (King James Version) 

 



 

 From  y ou r Th ri ft y  Sp i r i t  . . .  

Hello everyone, Happy Valentine’s Day! 
  

 Just wanted to let everyone know we have been very 
busy at the Thrifty the last few weeks … putting new shades 
on all the windows, rearranging displays and products, and (as 

always) putting out new merchandise. Be sure to stop by and see our new look! 
 If any one is interested in volunteering any Saturday from 10-2 please let me 
know. We’d love your help! 
 Remember, we are still wearing masks and observing all social distancing 
rules inside the Thrifty.  
 I want to put out a big thanks to Bob Click for climbing up and down the 
ladder to put up the blinds ... I couldn’t have done it without his help.  
 Just to give every one a heads up … March 19th & 20th we are planning a big 
yard sale on the cemetery side of the church. We’ll be having food and if you want 
to be a vendor, you can rent a table from us for $10 or bring your own for $5. If you 
care to also make a donation to the church it would be greatly appreciated. 
Volunteers will be needed! Of course, all plans depend on the Covid Virus.  
 Please continue to keep us in prayer.                                                                               
         As always, 
                                                                                                                        Jerry  

 

Dear Curlew Family,   

       All of us at Curlew United Methodist Church know that 

2020 was not the year that any of us expected. 

     However, the outpouring of support this past year has been truly amazing.  We are 

so pleased to report to you that the Children’s Home recorded $4,300 as our 2020 

Curlew Church giving. 

       We thank each and every one of you for your continued support and prayers for 

the Children’s Home and the support you give to Linda and myself.     

         All God’s Blessings, 

         Linda and Bob Floyd 

 

The Upper Room, January/February Edition 

We have received both the regular and large-print editions of The Upper 

Room, January-February Edition. They are available in the narthex. If 

you are unable to attend church (but can still get out) and would like one, 

please stop by any weekday between 10:00-3:00. If that is not possible, 

just call the church office (784.3424) and we’d be happy to mail you one! 

Two Easy Ways to Support Our Church!  
 

Rada Cutlery has all kinds of kitchen gadgets , food mixes and 

cookbooks available for purchase. In order to see what’s available,  

go to : 

www.Radafundraising.com 

Once you’re on the page, it will ask you to select a fundraising group 

by putting in the city, state and zip code. Once you enter the info, our 

church should “pop up”. Just click on that and you’re all set! 

If you don’t have a computer, we have catalogs available in the 

church office. Pick one up, or we can mail it to you … then keep it and whenever you want to order 

something, just call the church office 

IGive.com is an online site that donates a percentage of your purchase to a designated 

charity. They have over 2,400 participating stores and are approved by the United 

Methodist Church. Just go to their site and sign up. Then when you visit a store online,  if 

they participate you will see an “IGive” logo in the bottom right corner of your screen. Click on it and 

they will automatically make your donation.  

Adam's counter offer 
God looks down and notices that Adam is all alone while all the animals 
have companions, so he decides to create a companion for man as well. 
He comes to see Adam and says to him, "Adam, you are my greatest 
creation and therefore, I am going to create for you the ultimate 
companion. She will worship the very ground you walk on, she will long for 
you and no other, she will be highly intelligent, she will wait on you hand 
and foot and obey your every command, she will be beautiful, and all it 
will cost you is an arm and a leg." Thinking for a few moments, Adam 
replies, "What could I get for a rib?"  


