
  Curlew United Methodist Church 
          2210 Cathedral Drive 
        Palm Harbor, FL  34683 

     Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 
  The People of The United Methodist Church 

Forwarding  Service  Requested  

Curlew United Methodist Church 
where everyone is welcome and 
where all can make a difference!  

 

Curlew UMC proudly celebrates over 150 years of 
ministry. 

  

Our Mission:  
To Know, Love and Serve Jesus Christ by the grace of 

God through the Holy Spirit 
 

Our Purpose: 
Be the Body of Christ gathered in love. Worship God 
and Preach the gospel so that others may know the 
power of God’s love through a personal relationship 
with His Son, Jesus Christ. Grow in faith, knowledge 
and strength in order to do God’s work in the 
community and in the world. 

 

For more information, please contact us.  
Office Open: Monday - Wednesday 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
727.784.3424 

Website: www.CurlewUMC.org 

Altar Flowers 

We still have 2022 dates 

available if you would like to 

reserve the altar flowers and 

commemorate a special occasion 

or remember a loved one. The 

order forms, calendar, and flower 

catalog are on the bulletin board 

in the Narthex. 

 

     Open hearts 
          Open minds 
               Open doors 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

2210 Cathedral Drive 
Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

 

Phone: 727.784.3424 
Fax: 727.771.1449 

 
Email: 

CurlewUMC@verizon.net 
 

Website: 
www.CurlewUMC.org 

 

Facebook: 
Curlew UMC 

 

 
 

Sunday Morning 

10:15 Organ Selections 

10:30 Morning Worship 
 

 
 

Rev. Rachel Hughes 
Senior Pastor 

 

E-mail: 
CurlewUMC@verizon.net 

 
727.784.3424 

 

 God’s grace and peace 
be with  you always! It has been 
a month since I have written, 
and as with so much in the last 
12 months, time has passed 
both slowly and quickly. 

 
 So much has changed: a new war broke out in 
Ukraine, new vaccines for new viruses, and a sense that 
as long as we take care of one another that we are 
journeying toward a new life with a certain level of 
control. 
 
 There are three types of time: chronological, 
cyclical, and God’s time.  The goal is to surrender to 
God’s time while living in chronological time.  Yet, 
church also has a cyclical nature.  With summer being 
around the corner we are finishing a cycle of church 
time within this time of pandemic and uncertainty within 
our world. This reminds me of how much we have lived 
together, however differently, since the pandemic 
began. 
 
 Please know that the grace of God remains visible 
in our community of faith, and that the vitality of our 
congregation needs to grow during this unexpected and 
challenging time.  Together, let us seek to discover the 
new things God can do in our midst! I hold all of you in 
my prayers and I request your prayers as well! 
 
In Christ Love, 
Pastor Rachel 
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5/01 Linda Floyd 
 Mae Swyers 
5/04 Zachary Winkler 
5/08 Pat Jones 
5/12 Jennifer Craig 
5/26 Florence Eaton 
 

5/01 Bob & Linda Floyd 

5/12 Winn & Sharon Elenwood 

5/15 Bob & Rhonda Click 

5/18 Dale & Mary Hoffman 

 

 

Pray for our Shut-ins 

Esther Besch - 2851 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor, FL 34684 (Manor 

Care, 787-4777) 

Mary DeDea - 855 Carpenter Way Room 4098, Lake Gibson Rehab 

Center, Lakeland, FL 33809  

Eileen Huntington - 2655 Nebraska Avenue, #1022, Palm Harbor, FL 

34684 (St. Mark, 785-2576)  

Barbara Bardua - 1212 Lanyard Street, Palm Harbor, FL 34685 (789-4313) 

Be sure to go online to: members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and 

register to use our online directory. Only those in the directory can 

register, and then you’ll have access to our most up-to-date 

information! 

 

If you need information or assistance 
The Aging and Disability  
Resource Center (ADRC) 

A program of the Area Agency on Aging of 
Pasco-Pinellas, Inc. 

The ADRC provides access to information 
and resources for: 

Adult Day Care ♦ Caregiver Support ♦ Food Resources/Meals on 
Wheels ♦ Housing Options ♦ 

Incontinence Supplies ♦ Legal Services ♦ Medicaid/Medicare ♦ 
Nursing Home and Assisted 

Living Placement ♦ Prescription Assistance ♦ and more! 
Helpline: 1-800-963-5337 or 727-217-8111, 8 am - 5 pm; Online: 

www.AgingCareFL.org 

 

.  
PLEASE KEEP IN PRAYER ... 

JR & Linda Melvin, Mary DeDea, Eileen Huntington, Vivian Cox, Barbara Bardua, 

Esther Besch, those in our Military, our Curlew church family, the United Methodist 

Church, our country and those still fighting the pandemic, and pray for the people of 

Ukraine. 



 

 

Our Devotion To God 
By Ron Boatwright 

Jesus says we are to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you" (Matthew 6:33).  Our number one priority in this 
life must be to go to Heaven.  We do this by seeking first the righteousness of 
God.  But what is God’s righteousness?  Psalms 119:172 says, "For all your 
commandments are righteousness."  To do the righteousness of God is to do all 
His commandments. 

     We are to be fully devoted to God.  Jesus says, "And you shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength" (Mark 12:30).  We are to love God with 
our total being, if we are to be pleasing to Him so we can go to Heaven 
when this life is over.  How do we show our love to God and 
Christ?  Jesus says, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word…He 
who does not love Me does not keep My words" (John 14:23-24).  We 
also read, "He who says, I know Him, and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  But whoever keeps 
His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him" (1 John 2:4-5). 

     Half-hearted allegiance and obedience to the Lord is vain and does 
one no good.  Jesus tells those in Laodicea, "I know your works, that 
you are neither cold nor hot.  I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out 
of My mouth" (Revelation 3:15-16).  Jesus also says, "You are the salt of 
the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor…It is good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men" (Matthew 5:13).  If 
Christians become half-hearted or unfaithful, they will be vomited out of 
the Lord’s mouth or thrown out as salt that is no good and will be 
eternally lost.  Jesus tells us, "Unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish" (Luke 13:3). 

     Our goal in this life must be to go to Heaven.  In order to this we 
must, "Set your mind on things above, not on things on the 
earth" (Colossians 3:2).  We should be looking forward "for the city 
which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Hebrews 
11:10).  Let’s faithfully serve God with all our heart, mind, soul, and spirit 
so we don’t miss Heaven. 

  

 
 Happy Mother’s Day 

 
Proverbs 1:8-9: “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do 
not forsake your mother’s teaching.  They are a garland to grace your 
head and a chain to adorn your neck.” 
 
If we were to attempt to describe a Mother’s love in just one word, the word that 
comes to mind is selflessness. 
 
As I look around at the congregation, I can recall so many prayers and praises 
that are surrounded by the loving and heartfelt prayers and praises to God for our 
children and grandchildren by their mothers and grandmothers.  God gives us the 
gift of life through our mothers.  When a woman finds out she is expecting, she 
begins to fully realize what is happening-it is the only time we truly get to work 
in tandem with God to create a miracle-the gift of life!  It is an indescribable gift 
and one that changes your life forever.  It requires a lot of work and sacrifice, but 
the pure joy far outweighs the work and sacrifice, and God’s grace allows us to 
become willing participants of total selflessness.  Pure joy, pure love, pure Jesus!  
Only God can form a perfect little human in the womb of its mother and believe 
me, babies are all perfect no matter what their circumstances.  God’s amazing 
grace and unyielding love assure us of that. 
 
Whether you are a biological mother, a stepmother, a sister, a grandma, friend or 
aunt, (or pet owner) you have experienced the joy of motherhood in some form, 
and someone has been blessed by your love, compassion and caring. 
As you celebrate Mother’s Day take time to thank God for the miracle of birth. 
And children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews, friends, be sure to thank God 
for that person in your life that has been a mother or mother figure to you.  It was 
never a mistake but always by God’s design! 
 
Happy Blessed Mother’s Day.  May your day be as special as each of you are. 
 
Praying, praising, and rejoicing with you, 

 
Helen Hershman, Lay Leader 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Leatta Taylor 
 
Proverbs 31:25-30 (The Living Bible) says: She is a woman of strength and 
dignity, and has no fear of old age.  When she speaks, her words are wise, 
and kindness is the rule for everything she says.  She watches carefully all 
that goes on throughout her household and is never lazy.  Her children stand 
and bless her; so does her husband.  He praises her with these words: 
“There are many fine women in the world, but you are the best of them all.” 
Charm can be deceptive and beauty doesn’t last, but a woman who fears 
and reverences God shall be greatly praised. 
 
These words speak eloquently of my mother.  I’d like to share a song I found 
in the “Lamplitin” song book. It was written in 1924 by B. B. Edmiaston.  
 
“Hymns My Mother Sung” 
 
As the scenes of long ago, to my heart, sweet memory bring, 
I recall the dear old hymns that my mother used to sing; 
I can see her sainted face as her voice comes back to me; 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.” 
 
What a comfort to my soul are the songs my mother sung, like a harp that is 
made of gold, with the finest silver strung; as an anchor, tried and true, 
comes to me when I would roam: “Whispering softly, sinner come, I will 
guide you safely home.” 
 
When a precious one had gone, and our hearts were filled with pain, it was 
my mother’s tender love that would bring us joy again; With a conquering 
faith she’d sing until the tempest passed us by: “Jesus, Lover of my Soul, Let 
me to Thy bosom fly.” 
 
Then one day, like none before, mother gently fell asleep. After 
blessing each dear child, praying God our souls to keep; and down the 
stream of time, comes the voice most dear to me: “My God and I will go 
unendingly”.  
 
“Sing”cerely 
Leatta Taylor 

Thrifty Spirit Shop 

Saturdays 

10 am - 2 pm 

 

If you need a reason to celebrate, here are some known and 
not-so-known observance days in May.  

May 1 
May Day 
 

May 3 
Garden Meditation Day 
 
May 4 
Bird Day 
 
May 5 
Cinco de Mayo 
 
May 6 
No Diet Day 
 
May 7 
Kentucky Derby Day 
 
May 8 
Mother’s Day 

 
May 11 
National Receptionist Day 
 
May 13 
Leprechaun Day 
  
May 15 
National Chocolate Chip Day 

 
May 18 
International Museum Day 

 

May 20 
Pick Strawberries Day 

 

May 21 
Armed Forces Day 

 

May 23 

National Penny Day 

 

May 25 

Tap Dance Day 

 

May 26 

Sally Ride Day 

 

May 27 

National Hamburger Day 

 

May 30 

Memorial Day 

 



 

 

 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, 
observed on the last Monday of May, 
honoring the men and women who died 
while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial 
Day 2022 will occur on Monday, May 
30. Each year on Memorial Day a national 
moment of remembrance takes place at 
3:00 p.m. local time.  
 
Originally known as Decoration Day, it 

originated in the years following the Civil War and became an official federal holiday 
in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or 
memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, it 
marks the beginning of the summer season.  
 
The date of Decoration Day, was chosen because it wasn ’t the anniversary of 
any particular battle. On the first decoration Day, General  James Garfield made 
a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated the 
graves of the 20,000 Civil War soldiers buried there.  
 
Memorial Day, as Decoration Day gradually came to be known, originally honored 
only those lost while fighting in the Civil War. But during World War I the United 
States found itself embroiled in another major conflict, and the holiday evolved to 
commemorate American military personnel who died in all wars, including World War 
II, The Vietnam War, The Korean War and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
Why Is The Poppy A Symbol of Memorial Day? In the war-torn 
battlefields of Europe, the common red field poppy was one of the 
first plants to reappear. Its seeds scattered in the wind and 
sat dormant in the ground, only germinating when the ground was 
disturbed; as it was by the very brutal fighting of World War 1.  
Today, poppies are not only a symbol of loss of life, but also of 
recovery and new life, especially in support of the servicemen who 
survived the war but suffered from physical and psychological 
injuries long after it ended.   
 
“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our 
country can never be repaid. They have earned our undying 
gratitude. America will never forget their sacrifices.” – Harry S. Truman 
 
"In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our 
friends."– Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

My Grandmother’s Prayer Book  

By Tess Griffith 

Here are a few more of my favorite things my grandmother wrote on the blank pages in her 
cherished devotional book, “A Diary of Private Prayer” by John Baillie.  Authors are 
unknown. 
 

To a Shut-in 

Forgive us if we seem to be, so wrapped up living selfishly. 

It must be hard behind a wall, to look for friends who never call. 

For those of us with jobs to do, forget there are no jobs for you. 

And those of us with busy feet, forget you never walk a street. 

And so, we tread our daily groove, forgetting that you cannot move. 

Till in the maze of much to do, we spend the time we saved for you. 

Forgive us friend; be patient, kind – your feet are lame, but we are blind. 

What good are eyes that fail to see, another’s need and sympathy? 

What good are feet that never boast, of going where they’re needed most? 

Or fail to make a life more sweet? I think we are blind though we have feet! 

 

Life Observations 

That which makes people dissatisfied with their situation is the Commercial 
idea they form of the happiness of others. 
 
A good disposition is more valuable than gold, for the latter is the gift of 
fortune, but the former is the gift of nature. 
 
We learn wisdom from failure much more than from success. The will to 
persevere is often the difference between failure and success. 
 
We often discover what we will do, by finding out what we will not do; and 
possibly he who never made a mistake, never made a discovery. 
The trouble with most of us is that we would rather be ruined by praise than 
saved by criticism. 
 
Christ should be the Head of every home. He is the unseen Guest at every meal 
and the Silent Listener to every conversation. 



 

 
What is May Day? 

 

May Day (May 1) is a holiday rich in 
history and folklore, celebrating the 
return of spring! Learn about some of 
the fun traditions, from May Day 
baskets to dancing around the 
maypole. Here are 10 ways to “bring in 
the May.”  

Did you know that May Day has its 
roots in astronomy? Traditionally, it 
was the halfway point between the 
spring equinox and the summer 
solstice! In ancient times, this was one 
of the Celtic cross-quarter days, which 
mark the midway points between the 
(four) solstices and equinoxes of 
the year.  

As with many early holidays, May Day was rooted in agriculture. Springtime festivities 
filled with song and dance celebrated the sown fields starting to sprout. Cattle were 
driven to pasture, special bonfires were lit, and doors of houses as well as livestock 
were decorated with yellow May flowers. In the Middle Ages, the Gaelic people 
celebrated the festival of Beltane. Beltane means “Day of Fire.” People created large 
bonfires and danced at night to celebrate.  

May Day has a long history and tradition in England, some of which eventually came 
to America. Children would dance around the Maypole holding onto colorful ribbons. 
People would “bring in the May” by gathering wildflowers and green 
branches, weaving of floral hoops and hair garlands, and crowning a May king and 
queen. Such rites originally may have been intended to ensure fertility for crops and, 
by extension, for livestock and humans, but in most cases this significance was 
gradually lost, so that the practices survived largely as popular festivities.  

In the Middle Ages, all villages had Maypoles. Towns would compete to see who had 
the tallest or best Maypole. Over time, this Old English festival incorporated dance 
performances, plays, and literature. People would crown a “May Queen” for the 
day’s festivities.   

The strict Puritans of New England considered the celebrations of May Day to be 
licentious and pagan, so they forbade its observance, and the springtime holiday never 
became an important part of American culture as it was in many European countries. 

In the 1960s and 1970s, interest waned; the May Queen and her court became more 
of a popularity contest. Today, the Maypole dance is mainly celebrated in schools 
(from elementary though college) as a fun spring activity. 
 
Interestingly, from the late 19th century through the 
1950s, the Maypole dance and festivities became a rite of 
spring at some U.S. colleges. Seen as a wholesome 
tradition, this celebration often included class plays, 
Scottish dancing, Morris dancing, a cappella concerts, and 
cultural dancing and music displays. 
 
Ever heard of the May baskets? People would leave a 
paper basket or cone containing spring flowers and sweets 
on each other’s doorsteps, usually anonymously. 

This tradition was popular through the 19th and 20th centuries, especially with 
children or sweethearts. The custom was to knock on the door, yell “May basket!” 
and then run. If the recipient caught the giver, he or she was entitled to a kiss.  

Louisa May Alcott wrote about May Basket Day in the late 1800s. In the 1920s, 
some bold schoolchildren hung a May basket on the White House door for First 
Lady Grace Coolidge. 

 
Here are some joyful May Day traditions 
marking the return of spring and the renewed 
gift of life.  

1. May 1 in Hawaii is called “Lei Day,” and 
people make pretty leis. Leis are garlands or 
wreaths that are often made with native 
Hawaiian flowers and leaves. These days, leis 
are given as a symbol of greeting, farewell, 
affection, celebration, or honor—all in the 
spirit of aloha.  
2. In parts of Ireland, people would make a 
May bush; typically this was a thorn bush or 
branch decorated with flowers and ribbons.  
3. Decorate your home with arrangements of 
the things you can find outside! Traditionally 
this was called “Bringing in the May”. Head 
outside and snip some flowers growing on your 
bushes or as part of your landscape.  


